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Introduction

Fifty years — or half a century — of achievement deserves to be celebrated in
style, and that is what Smiths Industries is doing to commemorate a great and
continuing tradition of innovation, development, and production at the major
group site at Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham. It was in the dark days of 1940 that
the first building on the site, CH1, was opened after being put up in record
time at a period of emergency. The other buildings followed quickly — CH2,
CH3, then CH4 post-war and the others over the period of fifty years.

May 1990 is the month of the fiftieth anniversary of the Cheltenham site and
apart from the celebration on site commemorating fifty years of Smiths
Industries achievement at Cheltenham, this book offers a more permanent
record of the half century. It has been fifty years of amazing growth and
development, which actually started well before 1940, as this book records. But
since 1940 Cheltenham has become a major site in the Smiths Industries
Aerospace group and many great technical achievements in aviation, such as
Autoland and Head-Up Displays, developed from here. Here we record the
story in non-technical terms that all can understand. It is a tribute to the many
thousands who have worked to make it all possible over the last fifty years.

Many of those people have contributed to the contents of this book, for we
have drawn on personal memories from those who have worked on every level
in the company, from memos and documents in the company archives, and
from articles in company publications and ‘house magazines’. Several
members of Smiths, past and present, have loaned personal photographs and
documents, for all of which we are extremely grateful. Because so many people
are involved in the Smiths story we have kept names recorded in this book only
to key figures, but to all the many Smiths people involved we offer out grateful
thanks. We hope this book will recall times past and the great achievements for
all who have worked for or with Smiths, for customers past and present, and for
the ‘host’ town of Cheltenham.

The first half of the book, up to page 64, tells the overall story of Smiths and
the Cheltenham site, while the second half of the book, after the colour pages,
highlights achievements and activities over the years.
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