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PREFACE 

THE secret of Britain's triumph in the air war is not this or that 
piece of equipment. The ultimate secret lies in the way we 
have organized our energy. We have fashioned a shield against 
enemy attack and a truly terrible sword to destroy his vital 
centres. We have mastered this new and highly technical 
weapon, and the spirit with which it is wielded is the product 
of careful selection and deliberate training. 

The object of this book is to assist in the understanding of 
this double creation-the sword and the spirit. For something 
quite new has come into existence: a body of men, young, 
adventurous, disciplined, and technically trained. They are 
applying the subtlest and most intricate devices of modern 
science to warfare. They are not at all like the dare-devils of 
Hollywood's imagination. It is better to think of them as young 
technicians, compelled by the enormous difficulty of their task 
to act as scientists act-to trust their instruments rather than 
their instincts, to work in a team, and draw upon collective 
knowledge rather than depend on purely individual opinions. 
As a result they have already developed a tradition, an outlook 
on life, a code of conduct. 

A book about operational flying written in war-time must 
contain many omissions. There are changes in tactics and modi
fications to aircraft that occur even between the writing and the 
publication. To take· one example, since writing this book 
information has been released to the Press about the Pathfinder 
Force which I was unable to make use of at the time. It is 
therefore necessary to warn the reader that a few of the things 
described may not correspond to present practice. 

To bring into being a large force with such magnificent 
morale and to use it to the utmost advantage is an even greater 
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