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Foreword

by The Rt Hon. Sir John Major, KG CH

Very few people rise from the very bottom to the very top., build up
achievements as they go, and leave a beneficial legacy behind them. One such
is George Edwards. George Edwards was a rounded man, a man with a
hinterland far wider than his genius for engineering. From his boyhood he had
a love of cricket and used his knowledge of the game to help Barnes Wallis
make the ‘bouncing bomb’ bounce in the Second World War. The dams of the
Ruhr were destroyed by leg spin. George loved painting, a passion that came to
him late in life, and was sufficiently good at it to have a canvas accepted for the
Summer Exhibition at the Royal Academy at the age of 92. It was an
achievement that gave him great satisfaction. We all owe a great deal to
George Edwards, though few people will know how much until they read this
biography. His life merged with history at key moments in war and peace, and
his genius for innovation shaped events in the Second World War and in the
general history of aviation. In wartime, apart from helping to destroy the great
German dams, he designed an innovative system to detonate enemy magnetic
mines to protect our shipping lanes, modified aircraft for special assignments,
and was a member of the team that uncovered vital aeronautical information
from Germany at the war’s end. In peacetime, in his work for Vickers, he led
the programme on the TSR.2 supersonic strike aircraft and the BAC One-
Eleven jet-liner. He had earlier headed the design teams responsible for the
Viking and Viscount airliners and the Valiant, Britain's first V-bomber. Later he
was instrumental in the development of the most famous airliner of all: the
Anglo-French Concorde. I first met Sir George Edwards, OM, designer, inventor
and former chairman of BAC, at The Oval. An elderly, modest,
undemonstrative man, a flat cap perched on his head, his vowels less precise
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than his remarkable mind, he sat quietly while watching the cricket. Beside
him were two fellow spectators talking of their respective fathers’ significant
contributions to the Second World War. If only they had known . . . This
biography will enable many more to know that George Edwards is part of our
nation’s history; and it is time his story was told.



‘Mach 2 travel feels no different, a passenger commented
on an early Concorde flight. ‘Yes, Sir George replied.
‘That was the difficult bit.

Sir George Edwards, quoted in Kenneth Owen,
Concorde: New Shape in the Sky
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‘We all owe a great deal to George Edwards . . . His life
merged with history at key moments in war and peace, and
his genius for innovation shaped events in the Second
World War and in the general history of aviation.

The Rt Hon. Sir John Major, KG CH
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