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GETTING WARM

F you can read this, and are not
feeling chilly, then the power situation
is much better than it was as we went to

press. The miners had released the coal
stockpiles, but most EFA people faced
another three-day week.

EFA was economising; and not only
during the “off” days. In our first long
working day, we used only 70% of an
average day’s current, despite the extended
working hours. Some departments continued
a five-day week, but without light, electric
heat or lifts.

Camping stoves and thermos flasks were
at a premium, and some exotic fishermen’s

jerseys were worn in parts of the factory .

normally relying on electric heating.

Man Saturday

AN Friday will be late this year because
Robinson Crusoe, 1972 style, needs
plenty of kilowatts.

Fred Haddell (IND) and the Elliott
Dramatic Society were caught by the power

EFA at the
Boat Show

HRIS RIES (ACD) went to the Boat Show at London’s Earl’s Court last month to help

the RAF show the boating public how they catch submarines. In a whale-like wooden
mock-up of the Nimrod's fuselage, the RAF maintenance school at Kinloss in Scotland had
built an accurate reproduction of the pilot’s flight deck and, behind it, of the tactical nerve
centre which is based on Elliott equipment and computer.

Aircraft sound effects and movie films
outside the cabin windows gave a strong
impression to those inside that the whole
device was airborne.

Chris Ries provided direct EFA support
in setting up the exhibit and some very
expert system engineering by Ch Tech Nash
from Kinloss produced a 13-minute “live”
demonstration and taped commentary of a
search with sonobuoys and attack with a
torpedo.

As the symbol representing the Nimrod
moved across the tactical commander’s
two-foot wide electronic screen, the
sonobuoy symbols appeared as they were

dropped into the sea to listen for the
submarine. The bearing lines then appeared
on the screen to “fix” the submarine’s
position, the tactical controller decided to
attack with torpedo, the computer took
control of Nimrod's autopilot and the screen
showed the attack being successfully
completed.

It all seemed a little like science fiction,
but the RAF crewmen were obviously very
happy with the system. Reliability of the
equipment was again confirmed. In the dust
and heat of Earl’s Court, with portable
power supplies, it worked for over ten hours
a day for ten days with hardly a snag.

HE Foremen’s Association gave their own special farewell party at the Elliott club

house on February 8th as a prelude to the retirement of Bob Black, a founder member
of the Association and its vice-president. Bob retires on March 31 as head of the Elliott paint
shop. Our picture shows (I to r) Mr A J Harrison, EFA Joint General Manager, Bob Black
accepting a presentation from Mr W H Alexander, EFA Joint Managing Director, and Mr H
M Stevenson, Foreman of Building Maintenance.

cuts and have postponed their production of
Robinson Crusoe from February 17, 18 and
19 to March 23, 24 and 25. Ticket holders
may use their existing tickets and can
arrange to attend a different performance if
they like.
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Ted Wilkins (FCD), first Elliott man home, was
17th to cross the finishing line after the 7% mile
Kent cross-country championships on January 1st.

‘the BEST
ever’

OR some time the Athletic section has

been publishing the main venues of
their fixtures, but little has been heard of
the achievements.

In the athletic World, this section of the
social club is known as the Elliott-Reed AC
and received the highest commendation in a
letter from the Kent AAA for organising the
County Cross Country Championships on
January 1st. It was “the best ever” for
general organisation and marshalling, with
prime reference to Jackie Charlesworth of

Reed for the organisation and Bill
Alexander, EFA Joint Managing Director,
who .represented Elliott as official

timekeeper and recorder.

Best performances in the events came
from the youth section, with David Good in
second place, Peter Mullervy fourth. Chan
Patel and Vivian Stevens took second place
team award. In the senior 7% mile event,
Ted Wilkins was the club’s best scorer, in
17th place despite interrupted training. In
the boys’ section, the club was not so well
represented. But Malcolm Osborn, who
elected to run in the youth race although he
was eligible for the boys race, finished 23rd.

Other club successes during January
include the team award in the
Police-organised 6% mile cross country at
Maidstone on the 29th. The previous
weekend saw another second team award for
the Open Youths race organised by the Kent
AC at Hayes, and that same weekend Steve

Farley won the Metropolitan Police-
organised cross country against stiff
opposition.

At Derby on the 15th, Elliott had the
distinction of providing two of the six
runners selected to represent Kent in the
Inter Counties Championship. The 32nd and
36th place of David Good and Peter
Mullervy were the main contribution to the
eighth place of Kent, the county’s best
performance to date. While at Nonnington

College, the club won second and third place
in the individual four-mile cross country
event and the team award. At the same time,
Ted Wilkins was narrowly beaten in the
Medway AC promotion at Maidstone.

The club has a strong youth section with
Peter Mullervy as a 1976 Olympic prospect,
but the boys’ section needs special attention.
In this respect, the club has combined with
local cycle club Medway Velo in an effort to
attract potential runners from the schools. A
joint coaching scheme is to be centred
around circuit training organised in the
Highfield Secondary School Gymnasium
each Thursday. Details from Brian Hampton
on internal 242.

Brian Hampton, CMS

Elliott Athletic Club will be competing in
the following events during the coming
month. Transport will be provided as
indicated. Additional details from Len
Murphy (ADD) internal 361.

March 4

The Elliott youth section will be
competing in the National Cross Country
Championships at Sutton Coldfield.
Transport will leave Personnel entrance at
7.00 a.m.

March 4

Seniors and boys can compete at
Nonnington College or Maidstone (Mote
Park) cross country races. No transport
available,

March 11

Ten miles road race at Tonbridge for
seniors only. No transport available.

Athletics next month

March 11

Track training for youths and boys at
Rochester airfield starting at 2.00 p.m.
March 18

Youths and boys Club Championships at
Aylesford. Open to all Elliott employees
and their families. Transport will leave
Personnel entrance at 2.00 p.m. A six
miles cross country race is also being
organised for seniors only.

March 25

Five miles road race for seniors and three
miles road race for youths and boys at
Hastings. Transport will leave Personnel
entrance at 1.00 p.m.

April 1
Worthing Athletic Club road relay for
seniors and juniors at Sompting.

Transport will leave Personnel entrance at
12.30 p.m.
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SYNTHETIC
NEWS

J E Scarfe sent us this extract from a
letter received in CQD:

“We thank you for your letter of 24th
April and now have pleasure in returning to
you your Certificate of Acceptance duly
signed by our Synthetic Manager”.

He must be an electronic engineer!

HOLIDAY
Contact

Len Wright, who retired from MACD as a
contracts officer in January 1971, tells us he
would be happy to have EFA people at his
guest house near Torquay. Contact him at
Quintra, 5 Belmont Road, Babbacombe,
Torquay, TQ1 INE (Tel: 23769).
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