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The Royal Aeronautical Society

Medway Branch Gala Lecture is a night to remember

Members of the Medway Branch of the Royal Aeronautical Society,
and their guests and visitors, came in force to the Short Brothers
Commemorative Lecture on 19 by the dis
tinguished ex-Shorts Test Pilot, Tom Brooke-Smith, now Public
Relations Consultant to Fliight Refuelling Limited, the lecture, or ‘chat’
as the speaker preferred to call it, entertained well over 500 people
from all over the country.

Medway Branch lectures are held in historic Airport Works, once
the home of the Stiring bormber and now the centre of the Rochester
establishment of Marconi Avionics Limited, a location which had
nostalgic associations for the speaker and for very many members of
the audience, including the distinguished guests, officially invited by
the Branch

The Branch was particularly privileged to have Mr. P.A. Heame,
FRAeS, to officiate for the evening, his first opportunity 1o do so in

Medway the Royal

MEDWAY BRANCH

President officiates at Shorts Commemorative
Lecture by T.W. Brooke-Smith, FRAeS.

team, flying Sunderland flying boats from the Medway and Stirling
bombers (including the ‘half scale’ aeroplane) from Rochester. He
became Chief Test Pilot in 1948 and by the time of his ratirement in
1960, had completed the flight trials programme of Britain’s first jet
VTOL aircraft, the SC-1, and among other things, had carried out
important flight testing of highly-swept wings with tip controls.

After the lecture, the past Mayor of Rochester-upon-Medway, Clir

usia:

presented a cheque for £350 to the Branch's Aircraft Preservation

Group, from the Council's Municipal Lottery Fund. During her year as

Mayor, Clir Snwnadmnammapmmlmlminim

Shorts to be erected in the Medway Towns - the only such

mmalmmmdwaﬂmmmmh

. Mr. George Stanley, a
Service

since he became President of the
Society.

Tom Brooke-Smith, or ‘Brookie’ as he is widely known, gave an
interesting and often amusing account of his 26 flying years, a career
which had its ongins in his school holidays and led to his appointment
as a test pilot at Shorts, where he joined John Lancaster-Parker's

guest speaker’s Sunderlands had, mmmm"nmmw
narrowly missed the bridge.”

Tim Brooke-Smith (left) with the President of the Royal Aeronautical
ety Mr. PA. Hearne,

of the Society.
Society

An MP’s return to Medway - to plug the information gap

Kenneth Warren MP, for years a member of Rochester’s world
and now Parliamentary Private

wunm-nmmdmmmthMr P.A

xmnmw“wmmvmu
the Royal A¢ y. 10 D« 1980
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argued “and yet the gap in i v

He claimed that few people in the aviation industry, whatever
their job, really understand how Parliament works and how its
decisions are made, The

hnﬂmmkwmnﬂ-ﬂhmmmm
them would indicate a considerable political I-nrlanllm

Hearne, FRAeS, and

hﬂuwymwm-ﬂunndwm
FRAeS,

MMPMIOthM.mIMM
once the export-

than

panyvollﬂul “The
hmh-donwlmnsdwwhubomwomnd"ht

became Marconi Avionics
entering Parliament, has been Chairman of the Science,

Union, since 1975.

After the lecture, the Branch Chairman, inviting d
announced that it was question time, but warned the speaker that
written answers would not be acceptable. A vote of th:
w.mmn-m

FLYING TRAINING SCHEME

OnFndw 3 October 1980, |Omdmom1’uilim

Caulﬂnw
Thovldt,wbyﬂmlm hﬂlwﬂlm

journey, part, using up.
mmrdﬁmnm.poddurdq Goodmhm-anﬁ-l
lnwd-t in East Anglia to avoid landing at one of the many

mmmmmwmmmmm

part of the car mmnﬁmmmmm
b‘fovﬁmﬂng,nlhn.umﬂtywmmoluuumrhﬂ
and keep the runway clear for landis

nuﬁunmw-gmmmwmm

42 (New Road Avenue).

of Lotus Cars Ltd., others in

and Doug Hoiman (ADD).
The car on the track is a Lotus Espeit. with the ‘Robin’ aircraft in the

WYCIPI SOV o P
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Bon Atthilwith Mr. P.J. Burrowes.
Ommnnmwmcmnmmww—
125

though working on
years’ unbroken service.
Rowland Benedict Atthill of CMS, chose a clock, as a

momento of the occasion, which Mr. P. Burrows, Production
Manager, presented in a ceremony full of humour and
pleasantnes

Ben, as he is uni known, was bom in Trinidad and

iversally
.educated at St. MarysColbga He served in the RAF as a
Wireless Operator from 1932 'til 1933. During the war years,
he worked on crashed aircraft. His career has been varied for
hehumugodlsmmwmhubunakmvaw
taxi driver it the Old

Empire.
HapwndE!mumduKmanmMER(Kmssulm
Nightshift Superintendent). Ben_then mgved into Aviation
Division onto coil winding, he than spent some time Plant
(SwayBooledorommgCMS on permanent nights, on

Arlwnwvoﬂm he has a fund of stories which he
tells with relish. The only difficulty is knowing when one’s leg
is being pulled.

He expressed thanks for the clock, which will remind him of
the years spent among such a ‘good bunch of guys."

Brian Woolmer of ADD Model Shop, is a 1980 member of
the 25 years' LSA.

HomhsEummmlS&SwmmMGw
Division and later
Model Shop. His interest and skills have kept him in the Model
Shop areas ever since, although he once joined an Engineers
Laboratory danq model work. He joined FID Model Shop,
working with them until he joined ADD as a Model Shop
Planner. From there he went o IN Production, but retumed to

AN Knight.
AM Knight of CACD Engineering has qualified for LSA
itself.

Division

His industrial expenience included development work with
Rold:ndSvnsL BEA, the Decca Navigation Co., the Ministry
Cwvil Aviation and a period with the Ocean Weather Stations,

Armstrong, John Bussell on GPV and then
Blue Water, Blue Steel and TSR2. In 1980 Alf transferred to the
Aircraft Controls Division and worked with Enc Prestly and
Robin Sleight on FIMAC and lightning auto attack.
1sa|mmwmmwmupm-ummou.
take-off director for the C
's interest in HUDs. ulorhewoﬁndwmmem
Colwyn Stone and Doug Gennell on the control of VTOL
aircraft; work which led to our contracts on the Hamer and the
FmGSS"vng
Having survived all this military pioneering work, he then
transferred 1o the cwvil side of the Company to an even more

stepping stones to many a career.
In 1975 he moved on to and worked on the

disciplines as he has moved from valves to LS, fmmamhgue
1o digital and from low authority autostablisers to

by wire systems.
As a mark of appreciation of his loyalty, integrity and skill
ovaZSyans.Mr Ji smu.mw CACD,
Alf with his

During the summer of 1980, one of the youngest employees
b unbroken service with the Company. Diane

Planning. attained 25 years'
He is marned daughters, one of whom works for MMADD'—'--

Mr. AJ. wmmm-mmmm
foyer of Corsair Building, to mark the occasion.

After 20 years with the Company. the time being spent as a

MMm'su-a[mw Officer has retired. A G‘:

En%nmmn he endeared himself by quiet efficency
and dedication

As a token of good wishes for a long and happy retirement.
was presented with a radio cassette recorder 1o help
him enjoy, at all times, the music of which he is fond.

Msmmzuhmmm
tme saw that the event was celebrated in uw.hnm
mwﬁmﬂmmmwo

Josie Green with Mr. Elliott.(D)

When.

mn’mdzomu.cmmnmmmm

MM mm-m
:"..:RA mmwmmmm

uelF Division.
He was at one time, a keen cyciist, but AEI members will
mml'nwdriuio‘ four-wheeled vehicle caused him
wnuz.m Hhhﬂi-mhﬂd: e o
wmumwbmmmum

Josie says she will be. happy enjoying her garden,
including the work involved.
i

Her are simply
home, and 10 -m::mmﬂhlh"ﬂ»
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Members ‘tucking in"

Happiness abounds.

65 Club Christmas Party

The annual Christmas party of the Ellvan ‘65 Club was held in
the club-house on 9 December 1980. The members and guests
were welcomed by the President, Mr. Jess Griffiths, and his wife.

re were 114 people present at the party including Bert and
Mrs. Snoswell, Harry and Mrs. Staff, Sid Randall and Eileen and
Roy Papworth. The well furnished tables were supplied by the
Club Stewards, Dave and Peggy Boniface, to which ample justice
was done.

Music for dinner and dancing was supplied by Arthur Brown
and Friends, which was most enjoyable and seasonal. The com-
pany was also entertained by Rita Cook, who gave renderings of
well-known songs ‘from the shows’ and old favourites. This was

A greeting for other well-known worthies

ist.

During the evening nhdav' were honound and also

weddlrgdanmnrslrys Mr. Mrs. Cynl Boorman were

sere: with an amended My Oid Dutch’ to ulobr-(o mm
26 December.

Golden Wedding Anniversary on

presentation of a box of All Gold chocolates 1 ognhur wmw
suitably inscribed card was presented to them by the Pmsmml.
to wmch a suitable reply was made.

A word or two with Miss Mutton.

Joe and Mrs. Davies (right foreground).

MM!K- May Parker, Mrs. Collins. Bert Belson. Francis Haslett
Harry and Selina Dyer.

Mr. and Mrs. Fox (right-hand side of centre).
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