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Triump

GEC Avionics
Acoustics Help the
RAF Win Again

The Fincastle Trophy is
the world’s most prestig-
ious international Anti-
Submarine Warfare com-
petition. It has been fiercely
contested by Maritime
Patrol Aircraft crews from
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and the United
Kingdom since the compe-
tition was first held in 1960.

This year the ‘Fincastle’
took place at RAF Kinloss,
Morayshire, during the
first two weeks of October.
The four crews flew both
day and night sorties to
detect, classify, localise and
execute simulated torpedo
attacks against a Royal
Navy nuclear submarine.
The competition was even-
tually won by the RAF
Nimrod crew; it was
extremely rewarding for
MASD, suppliers of the
AQS 901 acoustic proces-
sor to both the UK and
Australian Air Forces, to
see such a win in this tough
competition. Since the AQS
901 entered front line serv-
ice in 1980 a UK Nimrod
crew has won the competi-
tion five times.

The Trophy was pre-
sented by Mr and Mrs Aird
Whyte in memory of their

The RAF Crew with their Trophy.

son, Sgt Nairn Fincastle
Aird Whyte, who was
killed in action in 1943
whilst serving as an Air
Gunner in RAF Coastal
Command.

Fit Lt John Grime,
Captain of Crew 5, 206
Squadron, the winning
Nimrod MR2 MK2 crew,
was delighted to receive
the 1992 Trophy on behalf
of his team, with the
Australian team a close
second.

Some of this year's
events were sponsored by
various companies who
have interests in the mari-
time aircraft world. Five
GEC-Marconi companies,

led by GEC Avionics,
joined forces with British
Aerospace and Thorn-EMI
to sponsor the Opening
ceremony, the ‘Ryder’ Cup
(Fincastle golf competi-
tion) and the Farewell
function.

During the competition
sponsors  demonstrated
their systems and simula-
tors, showing the vast
technological ~ advances
that have been made in
maritime patrol aircraft
equipment. The opportu-
nity was also taken to
show  systems under
development which use
the latest techniques to aid
and enhance operator per-
formance.

‘START’ Gyro wins
Engineering Oscar

The ‘START’ Solid State
Gyroscope, described a cou-
ple of issues ago after it
received a Special Commen-
dation in The Prince of Wales
Award, has been awarded first
place in its class in The
Archimedes Awards 1992.

These awards, for Innova-
tion in Engineering Design,
are now in their eleventh year.
They are rated as Oscars of
British engineering design.
bringing  recognition and
publicity to companies and
their products; past winners
have included large names
such as Rolls-Royce, and
small  consulting  teams.
Entries are judged on creativ-
ity and marketability, and the
category for START is "New
or Redesigned Product’.
Sponsored by Autodesk Ltd..
the class is judged by the
readership of the technical
magazine Eureka by postal
ballot, from the three finalists
chosen by a panel of
distinguished engineers.

‘We’ve cracked it!’

Remember  Archimedes?
This ancient Greek mathema-
tician is said to have taken a

bath and discovered the
principle  concerned  with
equal displacement by weight
of a body in water. On
realising his discovery, he
rose excitedly from the bath

with a triumphant cry of
‘Eureka’ - ‘I have it!” Today's
version is ‘We've cracked it!"

The Archimedes Trophy.
bolding aloft a START Gyro.

This was the first year
that industry was invited
to participate at such a
high level in a Fincastle
competition. We were able
to discuss with front line
squadron aircrew and
senior members of the par-
ticipating Air Forces the
current and future role of
Maritime Patrol Aircraft,
and the use of advanced
techniques including the
newest display methods.

It was also marked by
the kind invitation from
the Station Commander to
visit RAF Kinloss more fre-
quently and continue the
close ties established at
Fincastle ‘92.

and its French equivalent CENA are

for UK Crew New Avionics
Lab op

ens at

Cranfield

A former head of depart-
ment and alumnus of the
Cranfield Institute of Tech-
nology, John Shepherd, has
been commemorated in a
new  avionies lab  at
Cranfield campus.

Fittingly, the laboratory
was opened by another
alumnus, GAv  Chairman
Peter  Hearne, on 20

ber. The ing was

spirit of Cranfield, of working
together and of striving for
something new really was in
accord with John's philoso-
phy. I could not have chosen a
better tribute to him than to
name this new laboratory in
his memory.”

The John Shepherd Sys-
tems Laboratory supports

g pening
attended by John Shepherd’s
family and his widow Audrey
presented a plaque in his
name to Professor David
Allerton who holds the GEC
Chair  in  Avionics  at
Cranfield.

John Shepherd, who died
last year, graduated from the
Institute and joined GEC
Avionics for the first time in
1961.  Subsequently, he
returned to the College of
Aeronautics as Head of the
Department  of Electronic
System Design, before leav-
ing again for GEC-Marconi
where he became the com-
pany’s Research Director.
Amongst his developments, at
Rochester, his work on digital
head-up displays helped to
make the UK a leader in the
field.

Speaking at the opening,
Mrs Shepherd said: “The

mechatronics  with 12 net-
worked design cells each
having test equipment, micro-
processor systems, integrated
circuit design, signal process-
ing, software engineering,
and control system design
facilities. The lab is housed in
a hangar at the airfield, and
was funded by a £410K DES

grant awarded to Prof.
Allerton.

The Commemorative
Plaque.
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Party and

Panto Time
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Father Christmas in bis Grotto again.

I chose my jelly to
match my shirt!

Magic! Look at our bats.
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‘PANTOLAND’

Written and produced by Eileen Wade
Very Good (Fairy) - Jane Hales
Dame Trott - Ray Newman
Jill - Suzanne Marshall
Jack - Linda Potter
Captain Hook - Liz Hunt
Goldilocks - Sarah Jeffryes
Miss Muffett - Tracey Ward
Simple Simon - Susan Parr
Red Riding Hood - Fiona Newman
Croc - Mark Newman
Witch Grizzel - Eileen Wade
Father Christmas - Keith Jones
Front Man - Rod Cole
At the Piano - Bert Robbins
Electrician/Pyrotechnics - Paul Barrett

Behind the Scenes - Chief Gofer
Elaine Beard and Peter Bird.

Wicked! ... but the Witch belped with the tea as well..
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Simple Simon, Miss Muffett, and the Dame in full song.

Uncle Rod Cole and
a budding pop star.

... and so did Dame Trott.
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Friendships
Renewed

At the 9th Annual Dinner and Dance of the
Long Service Association in October, many re-
unions of old friends were a hallmark of an
enjovable social evening. The dinner was
prepared for nearly 700 people by our Canteen
Staff, to whom Chairman John Goodhand gave
the members' thanks.

Nigel Price and bis wife Mary, with
Jobn and Dot Colechin. Many years
ago Dot briefly worked with Nigel

LSA President Harry Staff and Ann,
with Vice-President Ray Beevis.

Mike Busbridge
with Sandy (née
Self), and bebind
them Kath Pole, §
Paul Cooper, Colin
and Diane Bennett,
Mary and Robbie
Smith, and Len and
Joy Clark.
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A special welcome to
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