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QUEEN'S

AWARDS.

At Basildon on Friday 9 October, the Queen’s Award for

Technology was presented jointly to Airborne Display

Division and Electro-Optical Su
(now of GEC Sensors Ltd), in association with
the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Fa
And at Rochester on Friday 16 October, the
. Queen’s Award for Export was presented to
Airborne Display Division.
These distinctions, although held by Divisions,
are in fact awarded to the company as a whole.
The involvement of common services and of

other divisions mak
Queen’s Awards a matter of

AIRBORNE
DISPLAY DIVISION

the company.

rveillance Division

es the gaining of
pride for us all throughout

rnborough.

At Rochester, on the moming of the
presentation we all arrived at the factory
to witness the damage caused by the
previous night's hurricane and
wondered whether the ceremony would
be able to take place, but fortunately all
was well and proceeded according to
plan, albeit a little late.

The award presentation was made by
Robin Leigh-Pemberton, the Lord
Lieutenant of Kent, to ‘Mac’ McNalty,
Production Test, and Martin Redfern,

Engineering, representing the Division
in front of an invited audience of local
dignitaries, company management,
and divisional colleagues.

The ceremony was video recorded
and then shown to a separate buffet
lunch in the Towers Conference Rooms
for all the local sub-contractors, who
play an important part of the Division's
success and were invited to join in the
Division's celebrations.

(-r) Martin Redfern, Principal Systems Engineer; Donald ‘Mac’ McNalty, Assistant
Chief of Test; Robin Leigh-Pemberton, Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for the
County of Kent; Sir Michael Beetham, Chairman of GEC Avionics.

QUEENS AWARD
FOR EXPORT
AC'EVEMENT
)

Managing Director Ron Howard, with the Lord Lieutenant

t; Chairman of GAv; The Mayor of
or He : :

Rochester-upon-Medway, Cllr. Mrs. Mary F Pet
Director, GEC-Marconi Ltd.

OPEN DAY

The following day ADD
opened its doors tomembers’
families and friends to enable
them to see demonstrations
of its facilities and products.
It proved to be a very
successful day with a steady
stream of people from ten
o'clock in the morning until
four o'clock in the afternoon,
visiting all areas of the
Division which is widely
spread over the Rochester
site.

Starting in the Towers
which house most of the
Engineering team, the
Design Section amply
demonstrated its ability in
utilising modern techniques
of computer aided design
facilities. | am sure many
visitors were very impressed
with the Applicon graphic
displays used in the basic

design of most of the
Divisional products. The
Drawing Office showed

the progression in detail

of the drawings and artwork
required for the manufacture
of multi-layer printed circuit
boards or flexi circuits which
are extensively used within
the Division's products,
again using modern
computer techniques.

The newly developed
digital moving map
demonstrated how new
technology in digital
head down displays
is progressing, and the
support group showed
how technology has
changed over the years
in a progression of test
equipment development.

The Model Shop, which is

where the Engineering
development models

are made, very clearly
showed their skills and
technical abilityin all aspects
of machining, fitting and
electronic wiring and
assembly.

Moving into the main
factory, the Production
Department put on a great
show of the Division’s
products covering every
aspect of manufacture and
calibration from small part
assemblies to a working line
of head up displays. One

Basildon’s presentations were by
Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for
the County of Essex, Admiral Sir
Andrew Lewis, KCB, received by
(left) Steve Pickering, Project
Manager Night Bird 1010, EOSD,
and (right) Alan McEndoo,
Project Manager, ADD.

The background is the exhibition
area prepared for the ceremony
visitors.

of these showed a moving
raster picture of the outside
world simulating the
aircraft's forward looking
infra red television camera,
This amply demonstrated the
facility of the day and night
capability of this equipment
made for the F-16 fighter
aircraft.

Head down displays,
which are supplied for the
‘Tornado' aircraft, were also
on display and showed how
they were used in supplying
information to the co-pilot
with reference toflight plans,

50f 12

terrain following and target
positions.

An area that caused quite
astir was in ‘Corsair' where
the helmet sights were being
demonstrated. ‘Cats Eyes’
are their code name and cats
eyes they are, as in what
appeared tobe a pitch black
room visitors were able quite
clearly to see in the dark, a
remarkable instrument and
well demonstrated.

Downstairs in 'Corsair’,
the Quality Assurance
Department were showing
their eye openerin the form of

e,

the monster from outer space
asviewed under the electron
beam microscope, in fact it
was a crane fly they had
magnified 1000 times, very
impressive, as were the rest
of their defect investigation
exhibits.

To sum up, a successful
two days for a successful
Division, and if the award is
won again in two years | am
sure Keith Snelling's men will
have a show that is as new,
and as interesting as this
one, well done ADD.

Ken Trafford
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TURDAY-
JPEN DAY

ISD's Open Day on 10
October, despite atrocious
weather, attracted —
appropriately —about 1000
visitors, mainly guests of ISD
employees butalsoincluding
parties from local schools
and a number of
subcontractors.

The theme for the day was
“ISD at Work" and efforts
were concentrated on
showing the normal working
environment rather than a
series of special displays.
Al parts of the division
were represented, including
the recently formed

=

Microsystems Group, and
Offshore Projects Group
from Nailsea.

One special feature which
attracted much interest
was an edited version of
the previous day's SCADC
presentation in the
Conference Centre. This was
displayed on a 'video wall'
of 16 TV monitors, with the
ability to show one large
image or up to 16 smaller
pictures at the same time.
This display was produced
and shown by Don Short,
Manager of the Audio-Visual
Unit at New Road.

The Organising
Committee (Fred Mackley,
John France, Bob Gee, Keith
Greenfield, lan Brimelow,
BillMcCutcheon, Ernie Smith
and lan Negus) would like to
express their thanks to all
those who supported the
event, especially those from

outside the division who
assisted before and during
the day —notably Canteen,
Company Photographers
(some of whose work is on
this page), AV Unit, Security,
Surgery, Training, Transport,
and Works Engineering.

Pat Masarra shows Steven Terry (9) how to 1 gotta balloon! Louise Fudge (4) just got it from Mandy Faint and
assemble a PCB, with father Dave Terry of Test Yvonne Broady who were handing out ‘goodies' at reception.
Dept. and brother Danny (3). Brother Simon (8) had his eyes on a SCADC sticker.

John France, QA
members in Stores

In Production, Linda Gorman and son Darren (5).
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Now what on earth is that??

Kevin Challis, Project Leader SMS, discusses something with
Norman Hicks (Logistics), with Jonathan Hicks (16) looking on.




LONG SERVICE
ASSOCIATION

Another event to survive the
hurricane was the LSA
Dinner-Dance held on
Saturday 17 October. About
630 members and guests
filled most of the main
canteen toenjoy the meal put
on for them by the canteen
staff, and the music and
dancing afterwards.

Guest of Honour was
Managing Director Ron
Howard, who took the
opportunity of bringing the
assembly right up to date on

Bob Ruggles, Heather and Mike Doran, and Jean Goulden.

the events and successes in
the company over the past
year — 'the rise and rise of
GEC Avionics', he said.

“Especially, | wish to pay
tribute to one particular long-
serving individual whose
career is outstanding, both
asacompany colleague and
as an executive of the LSA.
Referring of course to the
President, Dave Harries who
retires in January after 49
years with the company.”

Having long been an
active member, Dave served
for 2 years as Vice-President
unitl 1980, succeeding Vic
Spencer on his retirement,
as President.

Ron Howard, on behalf of
the company and LSA
members, extended to Dave
and his wife Mary every good
wish forthe future, and asked
him to accept acameraas a
mark of friendship and
esteem.

Ron Howard hands over Dave's camera.

& DANCE

Retiring President Dave Harries.

Derek ang Ma

'
|
“

Flowers for Mrs. Howard.

ureen W,

q

John Goodhand, Chairman,
addresses the guests.

Brian ang, Jeanette Go, "t’:’g (left), ang

Ken Castle with Doreen Bowyer and Rita Ainsley.

Bill Letley (left), Rod Argent and their wives.
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