NEW APPOINTMENTS
AND COMPANY
STRUCTURE

Announcements by GEC-Marconi Limited and GEC Avionics Limited
have made effective a number of changes and appointments at

seniorlevels and a re-arrangement of some of the reporting links of
the Rochester divisions and those off-site.

“ WELL DONE GAv..
YET AGAIN!

Thus said Her Majesty's Lord
Lieutenant of Kent, the Rt.
Hon. Robin Leigh-Pemberton,
when he came to Airport
Works to formally present our
fourteenth Queen's Award.
This year's ceremony was
not a large one, since the
main part of the company's
celebrations had been held
in July. As well as the Lord
Lieutenant as Guest of
Honour, there were attend-
ing the Mayors of Rochester-
upon-Medway and Gilingham,
MPs Dame Peggy Fenner
and Jim Couchman, Chair-
man of Kent County Council
Sir John Grugeon, and
several other local
dignitaries. From the
company, each division and
common service department
sent representatives, and
around eighty people werein
the Conference Suite to see

Stan  Wells, Production
Manager of CACD, and Katie
Andrea, Secretary to the
Marketing Manager of ATED,
receive the Emblem and the
Grant of Appointment.

GAv Chairman Sir Michael
Beetham was presiding at
the ceremony, and Bill
Alexander summarised the
background to this year's
award, pointing out that over
70% of our £350m turnover is
exported. Our products are
in use in over 70 countries,
and in 1988/89 GAv alone
was responsible for almost
half of the UK's total exports
of aircraft equipment.

In his speech of Presenta-
tion, the Lord Lieutenant
commented that he felt
privieged to come once
again to present the Award,
seemingly an annual event
that is unique in the country.

Thousands of companies
are considered each year
and only around 100 are
successful in gaining an
Award, thus GAv can be
considered among Britain's
top hundred achievers. This
year in particular, the Award
is to everyone in the
company from the most
junior upwards. Both large
companies like GAv and
small ones of 5 or so people,
receive awards which are
thus for quality not size.

The Lord Lieutenant
offered the congratulations
of the County of Kent and
local mayors, and the Mayor
of Rochester, Clir. Flack,
echoed this when he
concluded by thanking GAv
— “may you continue to put
Rochester on the map of the
world".

Dr. |. G. MacBean, Manag-
ing Director of GEC-Marconi,
has appointed Ron Howard,
who became our M.D. over
two years ago, as Chairman
of GEC Avionics, in succes-
sion to Marshal of the Royal
Air Force Sir Michael
Beetham. Sir Michael is retir-
ing as Chairman but will
continue as an active
member of our Board.

Bill Alexander will continue
as Deputy M.D. of GEC-
Marconi, and in addition will
use the title of Managing
Director of GEC Avionics at
Rochester. In that position he
will be assisted by Assistant
Managing Directors Ray
Reese and David Clews. Ray
Reese will be responsible for
assisting Mr. Alexander in
the effective running of the
company, in addition to
being responsible for a
number of common
services. David Clews will
carry out specific assign-
ments on Mr. Alexander's
behalf, which will be detailed
from time to time.

The third of our existing
Assistant MD.s, John
Spinks, is now joined by two
newly appointed Assistant
M.D.s, Robin Sleight and
Brian Tucker. These three
will be responsible for the
line management of the
product divisions, while
Flight Automation Research
Laboratory reports to Tech-
nical Director Bob Wilkinson,
whose appointment was
recorded in our last issue.

Marketing Director Jerry
Fisher co-ordinates the
marketing activities of the
divisions and the Overseas
Area Managers report to
him.

Broadly speaking, the
three groupings of divisions
remain as before, with some
changes including discon-
tinuation of the names of the
Groups DGSG, CISG and
SCSG.

GEC-Marconi
Limited

Two senior managers who
will be well remembered here
at Rochester are among a
number of appointments
announced recently from
Stanmore by Dr. MacBean.

Peter Hearne, who
became Managing Director
of GEC-Marconi in 1987, is
taking up a position in
Washington DC as President
of their US operations. This
reflects the importance of
both the large assets GEC-
Marconi now own there, and
of the US as a major
customer.

Wally Paterson, Manag-
ing Director of GEC Sensors,
Basildon previously GAvV's
Basildon Establishment, is
now an Assistant Managing
Director of GEC-Marconi
Limited. As well as remaining
at the head of GEC Sensors
Limited, he will have super-
visory responsibility for Ples-
sey Avionics Limited and
Plessey Electronic Systems
Corp. (US), these being part
of GEC's recent acquisitions
from Plessey.

FOUR-STAR
GENERAL VISITS
GAv

In November, General B P
Randolph, USAF, Comman-
der, Air Force Systems
Command visited Airport
Works, accompanied by
some of his senior staff offic-
ers. With newly-promoted
Major Tim O’Brien of our local
Rochester 'Detachment 17
USAF office and his CO, Lt
Col Charlie Rolader, here as
liaison, the General was

received by senior GAv
management and given an
overview of Covert Attack
Systems, Helmet Mounted
Displays, and Advanced
Cockpits & Integrated
Systems. He also saw a
demonstration of some of our
major projects and equip-
ment of interest to the US
market.
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Minister of State from
Britain visits GAv Inc.

On Tuesday October 10, the
Hon. Alan Clark MP, Minister

of State for Defence Procure- .

ment, visited GEC Avionics
Inc. in Atlanta. During his

two hour visitto the company, .

Mr Clark was given presen-
tations on the wide-ranging
business that both Atlanta
and GAv Ltd have in the US.
Mr Clark was accompanied
on his visit by Mr Julian
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area. LtoR, Mr.
Cooper -

andLen

Mamaeroluanulacmmg

Scopes, Private Personal
Secretary, Mr John Kenny,
Defence Staff — British
Embassy Washington and
Mr Barry Holmes, HMCG
Atlanta.

Mr Clark being a detailed

Later, Mr Clark was
welcomed as a visitor to
the GEC Avionics stand at
the COMDEF Exhibition in
Washington, D.C.

bristing o P

g“a' i Lase‘
Finder for the M1A2 tank by Charlie Doerlich — M1 FRF
Manager.

Programme

Hanover Corporate Challenge

Over 5% of the GEC Avionics
workforce participated in the

seventh annual Hanover
Corporate Challenge Road
Race held on September 13.

same for everyone. The first
mile was a good fast downhill
section which helped as the
amount of runner traffic was
hindering some of the faster

Run in Atlanta,
the 3.5 mile race this year
attracted some 7000 runners

representing all the major

in the greater

Atlanta area. Beginning at
6.30 pm the race was
started by Mayor Andrew

The temperature and
humlgny were on the lé%;ide

uncomfortable (80deg/
80%) but at least it was the

cc . The Ccourse
after that was mostly uphill or
flat with two unforgiving
climbs past the university.
The water supplied en-
route was much needed and
helped to keep the spirits up
in the oppressive air. All the
team members acquitted
themselves very well with a
few personal bests for time
and distance being accom-

plished. This is the first time
that GEC Avionics has
entered a team for any event
and all involved had a great
time,

The team are shown
with Bill Broyles, President
and CEO of GAv Inc., and
they are, from left to right
(with their finishing times in
brackets): Walt Pavio (33:41),
Liza James (42:45), Ray
Todd (26:33), Tim O'Donnell
(34:58), Mattie Tolbert
(27:27), Dorothy Cedars
(28:21), Jim Wilkie (29:45),
Paul Ingles (28:52), Brenda

Eisler (41:42), Sian Hughes
(37:17), Steve Brown (27:35),
Venie Tadeo (23:52), Peter
Simmons (22:45), Steve
Damron (23:35).

Overall Results:
Coed Team
25th out of 154 teams
Women's Team
109th out of 131 teams
Men's Team
132nd out of 240 teams
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Central Charity
Fund

These donations were A cheque for £200 was
agreed atthe meeting ofthe  presented by Brian Rogers
Central Charity Fund held on  and Dinah Taylor of the GEC
5th September. ?;’V‘OHINM e Cg:ﬂ"f;‘;ﬂc'ggfy Fund
Ir Les 3
haiMotor Heurons Honorary Lite President of the
Towns Branch of the
West Kent Branch €50 pgritish Diabetic Association.
The Medway Hospital Mr Bennett was a founder
Appeal for a member of this Branch which
Hydrotherapy Pool £200 ;ﬁm established ncfrafe yursm m;';go.r
ins an ol
Abbey c‘s’:zof’m"' ¢100 the BDA and s currently
4 raising money lo finance a
P.H.A.B. Club Diabetic Day Care Centre and
(Physically Handicapped a Youth Group to
and Able Bodied) £200 support and advice to young
Action for Research into  People with Diabetes.
Multiple Sclerosis  £100 1f you would like 0 help the
Molly Wisdom Hospice Central Charity Fund in its
Request to purchase a support of local charities,
flash attachment for ask Personnel Records

please
the camera 40 for an application form.
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TR R
lan Dougall, Company Chief

| : recalled when making lan’s
Estimator, says (estimates presentation, he could not
being what they are) that think of many of our big

he came to Rochester contract proposals in which
about 20 years ago, from lan had not been involved, to
Borehamwood wherehe had  the great benefit of the

already been, for around
14, in GW Division and
Airborne Computing. The
commercial computers he
then used contained valves.
At Rochester, Bill Alexander

company. And, estimates
being what they are, lan is
not sure when he will finally
give up the part-time work he
is now continuing following
his formal retirement.

for over fifteen years.

Bill Lockett, Import Officer in GAv Import/Export office
(8)

sad news of the

Just as GAv News went to press we received the
ed death of Bill. His
departmentand friends extend their sympathy to his
son Nigel, and lament the loss of a good friend.

Gerry Millward has now
retired after a most varied
career, the last 20 years

of which have been at
Rochester. Infactthe last 27,

various jobs as a
representative, insurance
salesman, and buyer,
coming for his first period at
Elliotts in sales and

OBITUARY

It was with great sadness that Applied Physics Division
learnt of the sudden death on 27th October of Ving
Cook at the age of 54, Vinny was a Principal Planning
Engi in the Prod D for
experimental quired by the p yp
laser tube programme. He had been employed by
GAv and Elliott Brothers since 1960.

He was well known in Borehamwood, particularly
asa keen footballer, and managed two local teams, He
was also a member of the Royal British Legion and
gave considerable support to the Elliott Sports and
Social Club in a management capacity.

As a measure of his esteem the Church of St.
Michael and All Angels in Borehamwood was filled
with friends and colleagues who ded the funeral.
He will be sadly missed by us all.

Our sympathy goes to his wife, and his two
daughters, son and grandson.

Jim Prince, formerly in AS&RD, who retired in 1981,
has passed away leaving his wife Vi. Jim, who was fondly
known as ‘Gentleman Jim', will be dearly remembered
by his many friends in AS&RD.

From ASERD

but he did go to live in
Canada for a short period.
Gerry was educated in
China, at a British Grammar
School, and then in
Lancashire and on

TS Conway. He took a
qualification in Cotton and

contracts, in MACD. When
he came back from Canada
again in 1968 he re-joined
MACD as Sales Office
Manager, and has remained
in the same area in a wide
range of marketing and
sales roles. Divisional

It was with deep sadness that we learnt of the death of
Graham Faye on 28 October 1989.

Graham was a member of the Field Service
department of AS&RD where he had worked since
joining the Company just 25 years ago.

During his time with AS&RD, Graham had supported
a wide variety of Company products including, Jindivik,

Vera Presland has been involved with IND/GSD's
Scheduling and Stock Control activities for about 13 years.

: el 4 i Lightning, Nimrod, Tornado, Jaguar and Phoenix. His
2 . = Textile Spinning, and saw Manager Chris Humphris i
;—{ere dSher:f:lsePir with Stocl;’Contr:ol Iert_Chdrls P.‘mf and othter war service as Lieutenantin ~ gave everyone's best wishes otk :;’:’I;nl::: %mymf ne %;b:ndum
:en s and colleagues, when she retired prior to going to the RNR. Afterthe warhe did  to Gerry. Ecuad_r o mseﬂzw e Arab o
ustralia for a long holiday. ributes from the RAF and British Aerospace were

added to those of his friends and colleagues at Norwich
Crematorium on 1st November.
Graham will be sadly missed by his colleagues and our-
deepest sympathy goes to his widow and family.
From ASGRD

It is with regret that we report the untimely death of
Joyce Baker (the lady with the hats).

Joyce retired 5 years ago after working for GAv for
about 20 years, the last 18 with ATED.

On 7th September Joyce moved from Davis Estate to
Corby, Northants, with her brother Bob also of ATED.

She died on Sth October 1989,

From ATED

Joy Brighty, after a short spell as Assembler in IND, moved
gsh Hougmgn o Worl;s( d ghaﬂll(e Thomt?: h\iISES to AS&RD as Tracer and became a self-taught Technical .
oCegr'ge::a?rg ofa ::rs:gs aese ‘:aer?dyrr]v?;r" f?)sr m:ny years lllustrator. Chief lllustrator Charles Clift presented Joy with a Jim Rowe,
Pairiter Eloihas now retired affen framed picture, signed by many friends and colleagues, to from his family

fourteen years service

commemorate 28 years of service with the company.
here. 8 J

“I'm writing to thank all the staff for the money you
raised for us after my husband was killed in a road
accident.

| know a great deal of work went into it, with
people doing things in their own time to help.

Itis a comfort to know that people thought so
much of Jim and will miss him as we do.

Thank you all once again.

From
Karen, Ben and Sam Rowe.”

o i TS,

Tie 0T Twsrony

Maurice Goulding of WES
e o s |

has worked mainly at
Gads Hill and the Flying
School on cleaning and
maintenance. (B)

Don Gobbet, Quality
Technician in AS&RD for
twelve years, started in that
division in 1971 as Wireman
and became Instrument

Arthur Kirby spent 15 years
in the Royal Navy before
joining Guided Weapons
Division in 1954 as Wireman.
His 35 years here have been
spentin the new-formed IND
since 1960, and later in
TACD and then IND again,
where he was Section
Leader in Engineering for 9

years.
In 1984 Arthur returned to
FCD as Production Engineer,
being promoted to his latest
post of Senior Production
Engineer in 1986. He
received his farewell
presentation from

Ray Dennis.

Ethel Weeks was one of the
first evening shift Cleaners in
WES, where she has been
for nine years.
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Technician after 2 years.
Joining Don in his retirement
is Berkeley nuclear power
station which he helped to
commission when it was built
—now closed! (A)
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Over seven hundred people,
members and spouses —
often both of them members
together — sat down for the
Dinner in the Main Canteen.

A five-course meal prepared
by Chef and his helpers was
served after the sherry
reception, and the formal
part of the evening was
concluded by the Toast to
the Company, proposed by
the Association's President,
Dick Collinson. The Reply
was made by Bill Alexander,
and the Toast to the Associa-
tion by Jack Pateman. Finally
Chairman John Goodhand
gave a Vote of Thanks.

A great many people
stayed on, greeting old
friends and making new
ones, for the dancing which
was to “Sounds Versatile".

This was by far the biggest
LSA Dinner yet, and was
much enjoyed.

D
Wi i Firh.

SPORTS

DAY

-Side Football

In the last issue, a misprint
in the official results of
The Sports and Tournaments
was reprinted in the colour-
page summa
Unfortunately this deprived
Nailsea of their due credit
and gave it to SSD Welwyn
to whom apologies must
be due.

Nailsea want to put the
record straight so here it is.

At the Interdivisional Sports
Day in July, Nailsea were
represented for the first time.
Nailsea teams from RSD and

CSD reached the semi-
finals of the 5-a-side tourna-

ment, with RSD going on to-

win a close fought final
against MASD 2-1, the
winning goals coming from
Colin Goatley and Welsh
Mackendrick.

(L-R) Pete Luckhurst, AndyLockysr, Colin Goaﬂey Steve

Lingard, Tony Smith, Sean McCl

ick Collinson o

jves a
the left, MrS Collinson receiV

pouguet

John Goog
thang i
MUCh of the rsyard e flowers
st # ,o’ma"’silsenzaﬁn
nual Dinpe,

dossso

Some of the guests enjoying the social evening.
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