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ter's first UK
audience of

s year's show.

lustry. Topic took a
 to the aircraft and

Eurofighter 2000 is fully equipped with GEC-Marconi's latest electronic systems.

AS Farnborough opened, Michael Portillo, Secretary of State for Defence, made
a significant announcement to the nation. After extensive testing, Eurofighter

_WVM"

sub-system and laser

communicatmns missile

bled at British A s

andiandl

(BAe) military aircraft sites
in Lancashire from compo-
nents manufactured by the
industries of the four part-
ner nations. The participat-
ing countries are Germany,
Spain, Italy and the UK,
with the prime contractors
being Dasa, CASA, Alenia
and BAe respectively.

GEC role

The ECR 90 radar under-
went rigorous testing re-
cently at Dasa’s facilities in
Germany. The successful
completion of these
ground tests preceded the
maiden flight of DAS5,
Dasa's second develop-
ment aircraft. The DAS and
the UK's DA4 are the first
fully equipped avionics air-
craft to flight test the radar.

GEC- i's flight con-

EC-Marconi's central

role in Eurofighter is
the supply of mission criti-
cal electronic and avionics
systems such as the air-
borne radar, flight control
equipment, head-up dis-
play, helmet mounted
display, defensive aids

trol system software (FCS)
has been upgraded and

ﬁmuﬂngatl’ambomugh
tests of the

- more advanced FCS soft-

ware have been ongoing
since early last yearand the
system has performed as
expected during test
flights.

Advanced cockpit
technology

EC-Marconi is a leader
in integrated helmet
systems and has devel-
oped a version specifically
to meet Eurofighter's re-
Itcan be used

now gives Eurofighter what
test pilots have described
as 'carefree handling'. This
is an increased agility which
with its advanced propul-

for weapon aiming, flight
reference and as an aid to
night vision. It also pro-
vides protection for the pi-
lot's eyes which point the

sion sy Iready gives
it the dazzling display ca-
pability witnessed at its

in the right direc-
tion, via the head-up dis-
play.

is now reasly to go into production at an estimated rate of 20 aircraft per year.

Next steps

ince Eurofighter's

maiden flight in early
1994, a further three devel-
opment aircraft have flown.
The aircraft in the flight
testing programme have
now completed well over
200 flying hours, reaching
speeds of more than
Mach 1.8.

The required production
investment, actual produc-
tion and support phases of
the programme are still
subject to the finalisation of
inter-governmental ar-
rangements with the other
partners and to the agree-
ment of satisfactory con-
tractual terms with industry

UK deliveries to the RAF
are scheduled for the end
of 2001 and will run until
the year 2014,
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