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FIRST REVIEWS: 
O. G. G. in the AEROPLANE: .. One hopes thnt the 

Subaltern Flying omc)e.' Ivill appreciate the gift which 
the author hu� gil'en him out of his own va�t store of 
experience. for the· book contains the concentriltcd 
Imowlc:dgti or many expensive year� in tabloid form, or 
p�rhap� lIne should say in condenscd milk form. seeing 
that it is easy to swallow and a�reCilblc to the t'lstc, ;I� 
well U-� wholesome and nourishmg. And. Ix"i,l..,s the 
young Rcrvice aviator, there Ilre lho""ands vf young 
tIIcn, n.nd women also, now c"'llloyo:.d in the ;\I1'e r" ft 
inciuRII'Y, who will ap prcciatr. r;or li!ll:r:o' the v;oh,c of th" 
finnicky little jobs t h ey art; doing iF they will rc:,d thi� 
book nnd scc how vital i� tlt,,;r ,york to llie man who 
flies." 

THB FIBLD: "Entir'e1y different from any otho,' 
text.book on the "ulJjcci., not mcrely in its form. hut in 
its capacity tn con vey a knowledge of the principles and 

I)ractlce of nying. Undoubtcdly it i� tho best book on 
ts subject." 

'rH! UNITED SBRVIOB 'GAZETTE: .. �hould be in 
the hlllidN of evc,'y I)QrSOn IntcrCGtctl in ;oviatioi1." 

THE OUTLOOK, "As amusing as it is in5tructivo.h 
THB MORNING POST: "Should be road and ro·,·�ad 

by the 1I'0uld-be and evl!ll the expe rienced pilot." 

"'RIN'f'RO IN UN(tLANI) IIV 

UlLLIN(J AND SONS, LlMI1'I(I) 

GU'LDPORD 



MOTIVE 

THE reasons impelling me to write this book, the maiden 

effort of my pen, are, firs tl y, a strong desire to help the 

ordinary man to understand the Aeroplane and the joys 
and troubles of its Pilot; and, secondly, to produce something 

of practical assistance to the Pilot and his invaluable assistant 

the Rigger. Having had some eight years' experience in 

designing, building, and flying aeroplanes , I have hopes 

that the practical knowledge I have gained may offset the 

disadvantage of a hand more used to managing the tI j oy­

stick" than the dreadful haltings , the many side-slips, the 

irregular speed, and, in short, the altogether disconcerting 

ways of a pen. 

The matter contained in the Prologue appeared in the 

Field of May 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th, 1916, and is now 

reprinted by the kind permission of the editor, Sir Theodore 

Cook. 

I have much pleasure in also acknowledging the kindness 

of Mr. C. G. Grey, editor of the Aeroplu'ne, to whom I am 

indebted for the valuable illustrations reproduced at the 

end of this book. 
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