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0, I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbJjng mirth 

Of sun-spJjt clouds-and done a hundred things 

You have not dreamed of-wheeled and soared and swung 

High in the sunJjt silence. Hov'ring there, 

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung 

My eager craft through footless halls of air. 

Up, up the long, deJjrious, burning blue 

I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle flew; 

And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod 

The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God. 

High Flight by John Gillespie Magee 
(killed in :lcrion with the rtoyal Canadiall Air Force) 
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INTRODUCTION 

At altitudes of up to 40,000 feet, sleek, powerflll aircraft carry thousands of 

passengers across oceans and continents-around the world. Today's airliners 

evolved from ancestors so frighteningly flimsy it's a wonder they could fly at 

all. Yet they did-because of men and women with foresight, courage, and 

remarkable creativity. 

The focus of aviation's development so often rests with the aircraft-the 

structures of wood and canvas, and the engines made of plastics and metal­

but what of the people? What of the individuals who planned to fly, who did 

the math, who built the machines, and who flew them-sometin1es to hell, 

but not alway s back. 

T hey are aviation's dreamers, doers, and daredevils: extraordinary 

humans with towering skills, personalities, and bravery. All of 

them made contributions-sometimes in peace, often in war. 

Many converted vivid dreams into reality. Others improved the 

possibilities with a leap forward in aircraft design, or by inventing 

instruments that became essential to flight. Adventurers jumped at 

the chance to burst the boundaries, to fly higher, faster, further­

whatever the consequences. Never before in 

human history have such amazing and rapid 

achievements changed the way we live, think, work, and 

travel as those that have occurred in just over 100 y ears. 

From those pioneers who first took to the air in the late nineteenth 

century, to the astronauts now pushing out of Earth's orbit, come the stories 

of the dreamers, doers, and daredevils who have made it all happen. Alongside 

them, captured in story-telling colour paintings and archival photography, are 

the magnificent flying machines they designed, developed, and flew. 

9 
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