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DIDN'T THEY DO WELL? 
Christmas Pantomime - A Report by Producer Eileen Wade. 

As producer of 'Aladdin' 
you must forgive me if I seem 
a littl e biased when I say 
that I thought the Cast were 
brill iant. 

When I first suggested that 
the Cast give a performance 
of the Panto at the Club­
house, in aid of the Childrens' 
Hospice-Demelza House, 
they were somewhat appre­
hensive. Having taken on the 
challenge admirably, the 
evening proved worthwhile 
and entertaining and raised a 
total of £277.20p. 

Roger Jenner - SD(R} took 
to playing the Dame, Widow 
T wanky, like a duck to water. 
How could he, as Dame, not 
fall in love with the perform­
ance of Ray Newman - SD(R} 
as Abanaza?!! They both did 
an excellent job, too, of filling­
in between scenes with Wishy 
Washey (Keven Saxton -
Customer Training). Kevin 
had the arduous task of 
catching the Dragon (Sarah 
Jeffreys - CQD SD(R). Sarah 
kept the audience on their 
toes by running among them, 
enticing them to call for 
Wishey. Ying and Yang 
(Suzanne Marshall - Canteen 
and Jacob Bell - CAC) made 
convincing Beggars with lots 
of appropriate ad-libbing. 
Unda Potter - ISG, went from 
one character to another as 
Physician and Zany Fizz - with 
exuberance. 

Scott Gillham - ISG did well 
to portray the stern but 
sympathetic Emperor, Father 
of the timid but beautiful Prin­
cess Chingling (Elaine Horton 
- Canteen). As Aladdin, Tracy 
Ward - FCG made an ideal 
Principal Boy, and almost had 
the audience believing she 
was in the cave for good. The 
children really came across as 
pretty jewels, what more can 
be said? 

There was one anxious 
moment when the Cast were 

suddenly without a Genie, but 
fortunately Steven Ray, 
Customer Training, stepped 
in at the very last minute and 
gave a superb performance. 
Thank you Steven. 

In fact I would like to thank 
all the Cast for putting up with 
me as Producer, let's say I get 
a little over enthusiastic at 
times, but, honestly, I do 
mean well! All definitely 
proved that it was worthwhile, 
Well Done!. 

The Cast and Producer of 
'Aladdin: 

'ALADDIN' was: 
Written and produced by -
Mrs Eileen Wade 

With: 
On Piano-
Mr Matthew Whitworth 

EJectriciarjiPyrotechnics -
Mr Paul Barrett 

Stage Hand-
MrRoy Wade 

In 1970 the Company's 
Training Centre moved to 
larger premises at Hopewell 
Drive and, since then, has 
provided the training base for 
some 1680 young people 
starting out in an engineering 
career. 

The Centre has seen many 
changes in both tralDlDg 
methods and differing needs 
of young people starting 
engineering careers with the 
Company. In the last 10 years 
the Centre has expanded to 
offer first class facilities for 
the training and development 
of the ski lIs of our adult work­
force. 

Continuing to meet the 
Company's needs in the best 
and most effective way the 
Training Centre came back 
home to Rochester in October 
1994; not, thank goodness, to 
"The Cage" (is anyone pre­
pared to admit remembering 
the metal sectioned-off box in 

Local News 
from Rochester 

Christmas Toy 
Appeal 1994 

A Message from Dimps, 
Support Division, Rochester 

I would like to say "thank you" to 
everyone who kindly donated toys, books 
and games to the Toy Appeal last 
Christmas, in support of the Strood Family 
Support Centre. 

Although the response was not as good 
as it had been in previous years, the 
Centre's staff were, nevertheless, really 
appreciative of the support which we gave 
them. Many children benefited from the 
kindness of those amongst you who not 
only sorted out used toys, but who also 
donated new toys. 

Thank you once again. 

Photo Question: 
The object in this photograph, taken by a GMAv 

emp loyee, resembles a totempole. Where is it and why? 

the front of the main hanger?) 
but to the ground floor of 
Tower 1, where the new 
Training Workshop is situ­
ated. Staff development and 
open learning facilities are 
now centred in the main 
Training Centre in Hut 10. 

As well as its location 
changes, the Training Depart­
ment has, over the past two 
years, adapted to achieve new 
National Vocational Qualifi­
cations (NVQ) Standards, 
which are based on assessing 
skills in the work-place. 

Another change is reflected 
in recruitment, with half of 

the intake having been 
recruited upon successfully 
achieving part, or all, of an 
ONO (Ordinary National 
Diploma) Course at the Mid­
Kent College. 

Pictured here are some 
CUITent 1st Year Apprel'ltices 
in the new Workshop. They 
are gathering information and 
skills towards their NVQ, 
assisted by their by instructor. 
From top left: John Meers 
(Instructor), Adam Green, 
Nicholas Raines, Gary 
Selway and Gavin Herne. 



PETER'S HARD MI LES FOR CHARITY SOCIAL CLUB ... 
Peter Simmons, serving 

at GMAv Inc. Atlanta, has 
been logging some hard 
miles for charity. 

Peter's brother Roland, in 
conjunction with an operation 
called Youth With A Mission, 
is building a Child Develop­
ment Centre for AIDS 
orphans in Uganda. and Peter 
has set out to help raise funds 
towards the construction of 
the Centre. 

In August Peter ran to the 
14, 110ft summi t of Pike's 
Peak in Colorado and then, in 
October, ran rim-to-rim-to­
rim in the Grand Canyon, 
some 42 miles and 20,000 ft 
of elevation change. The 
accompanying photo shows 
Peter on the South Kalbab 
Trail during his descent into 
the Canyon. 

After the second run Peter 
said, "Although we had been 
trai ning hard for 18 months 
for these events, including 
restricted breathing running 
to simulate altitude, I could 
not help think ing, from about 
mile 35 on the floor of an 85 
degree canyon, that knitting 
seemed like a viable hobby if 
ever I got out of this alive!" 

Uganda currently has two 
million orphans, rising at 
the rate of some one mi 11 ion 
a year. Peter's effort, in 

conjunction with his running 
partner M ajor Bryan 
Kelchner, USAF Academy 
Colorado, raised $7 ,500 
towards the $100,000 needed 
to build the Centre. 

Asked if he was going to 
start training for future events 
Peter said , "Someone with a 
sense of humour sent me the 
entry form for the Everest 120 
miler. On second thoughts, I 
could raise some REAL 
money doing that one!" 

Malcollll Stevens 
Melllorial Trophy 

Saturday 21st 
October 1994 

After overnight rain , and on 
a wet and very windy morning, 
sixteen stalwart anglers gath­
ered at Rosecourt Lake to fish 
the annual Trophy Match in 
memory of Malcolm Stevens, 
a former angler and member 
of the Cl ub who died at a 
young age in 1991. 

After drawing for positions 
the event was started by the 
Chairman , acting for the day 
as match official , at 09.45 am. 
Some serious decisions had to 
be taken owing to the rain and 
strong cross-winds. Several 
visits to competitors during 
the match showed that, whilst 
no big fish were being caught, 
most competitors had fish 
in their nets. The weather 
changed frequently through­
out the day, making fishing 
very difficult. A cloudburst 
around lunchtime soaked 
everyone except the Chair­
man who, suitably clad in full 
waterproof suit, took refuge 
with his lunch under his 
umbrella! The sun came out 
shortly afterwards to both 
dazzle and dry out those 
involved in the Competition. 

The final whistle went at 
14.45pm with certain partici­
pants relieved that the Match 
was over, 

The weigh-in revealed that, 
in all , nearly 30lbs of fish had 
been caught. This proved that, 
contrary to popular belief, fish 
can be caught at Rosecourt 
Lake after September. 

The results were: 

1st: Brian Pembleton - 41bs 
11 ozs . 2nd: Henry Staff - 41bs 
10 and a half ozs. 3rd: Jim 
Dun'ant - 41bs 4 ozs. 

After the Match trophies 
were presented to the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd placed competitors. 

The competitors also 
agreed that the charity to 
benefit this year should be the 
Demelza House Childrens' 
Hospice Appeal, Therefore, 
the sum of £30, the total 
nominated match entrance 
fees, has been donated to the 
Charity. 

A good day was had by all ! 

Forthcoming Attractions 
APRIL 1995 

EMERALD ISLE TOUR 

A four-day tour to the Emerald Isle is planned for 
Thursday 06 - Sunday 09 April 1995. 

The cost of £ 125 + insurance will include: Return fe rry 
crossings; lU Xury coach travel; all coach sightseeing tours 
and three night's dinner, bed and breakfast. 

Watelford, Blarney Castle and the Middleton Whisky 
Distillery are included in the itinerary. 

DECEMBER 1995 
"TURKEY & TINSEL" IN JERSEY 

After last year 's successful (lip, the event is to be 
repeated. The cost of £ 150 will include the return flight 
fro m Gatwick, six days half-board with entertainment 
every night. 

The departure date is December 4th, the coach to 
Gatwick is to be arranged . Everything will be as it should 
be for the festive season! 

For details of these two events, and others including 
EuroDisney and theatre outings, please contact Rod Cole 
on Ext. 3502. 

DAVID FROST: 25 YEAR'S SERVICE 
The accompanying photo­

graph shows David Frost 
receiving a television set from 
John Colston, Managing Direc­
tor of Flight Systems Division, 
Rochester on the occasion of his 
25 years with the Company. 

David joined the Marconi 
Company at New Street, 
Chelmsford on October 1 st 
1969. After transfening to 
Basildon in 1970 as Divisional 
Accountant in the Aeronautical 
Di vision , David became 
Commercial Manager in 1982 
and Financial Director of GEe 
Sensors in 1987. He transferred 
to his cun'ent position at 
Rochester in 1992. 

David's wife Sue attended the 
presentation at Rochester, as did 
other colleagues from Basildon 
including Christine Little, Ron 
Lowry and Ten)' Waine. 

Gene Joyce - Retirement - 19th October 1994 
Gene Joyce retired from 

CACG, Rochester on 19th 
October 1994 after complet­
ing 34 years continuous 
service with the Company. 

Before joining Elliot 
Brothers Gene worked as an 

Aircraft Fitter for BOAC at 
Heathrow and then joined the 
Canadian Royal Air Force. 

Upon joining the Company 
in 1960 he moved into QA 
as Assistant QA Manager. 
Having made the move Gene 

decided he preferred an 
engineering role and therefore 
jointed FCD (CACG) in 1974. 

Initially, Gene was engaged 
on Tornado Reliability Dem­
onstration activities and later 
became involved in Tornado 

Ray Dennis (l), Group Manager of CACG, presents Gene with a retirement gift. 

Production Support. After 16 
years he moved, in 1990, to 
his present job as Laboratory 
Steward. 

Gene's interests outside 
work include bowling for the 
CACG team (as Manager/ 
Coach), and taking part in 
London to Brighton Charity 
Bike Rides. Gene has taken 
part in many veteran races at 
GEC Sports Days where he 
always managed to beat his 
colleague Ray Reese! 

Answer 
to Photo-
Question: 
The Falkland Islands, 
on the road between 
Port Stanley and the 

Airport. Anyone 
visiting the Falklands 
can fix directions to 
their destination on 

the Pole. 


