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URING Open Day ‘Pinky’ Stark

organised a historical exhibition in

AS&RD. After the Open Day
Elliotts offered to support the foundation
of the local museum suggested by the
Mayor of Rochester.

The Evening Post printed this pic-
ture of Maurice Needham and ‘Pinky’
Stark with some of the historical material.
These were World War 1 Elliott instru-
ments and photographs of Short aero-
planes. The development model Concorde
autopilot controller they are holding
could end its days in the local museum.
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FCD and ISD Look Ahead

FORWARD into the 70s

OW we have two new divisions. The main appointments have been announced, but a
Ncertain amount of redeployment is still to come, as stated in the general notice of

September 30th. By the end of this year, all changes should be complete, and no
further changes of this magnitude are planned.

Now that FCD and ISD are in existence, it should be possible to look at the positive
side of things — and there are definite positive factors in the new set up.

Looking forward rather than backward,
what we have done is to form two design
and production teams unequalled anywhere
in Europe in their particular fields. They can
offer potential customers a range of ex-
perience and a capability in large systems and
new technologies far better than we have had
before. The strength of the new teams
should impress customers when we compete
for future orders.

We are in fact capitalising now on the
strength we have achieved in recent years, a
strength demonstrated by our successful
penetration of the US market and recognised
by three consecutive Queen’s Awards. EFA
has in fact evened out the characteristic
periodic troughs and peaks in the World’s
aerospace industry better than many other
companies.

We are looking forward to taking a
worthwhile share of the £300 million inter-
national avionics market forecast for the end
of this decade. The new divisions can be
seen as a part of the overall plan, and EFA
is at least as well placed now to achieve its
share as it has ever been, or as any of our ¥
competitors are at this moment, ot

While FCD and ISD are looking for-
ward to new markets, ADD, IND and ATED
are at full stretch working on big production
orders. The total turnover of the company
continues to increase steadily.

The new divisions are not the beginning
of a move away from divisional or centralised
operation. EFA is still confident that the
divisional system, which has served so well .
in the past is still the right system for the |
future. EFA is still able to speak for itself {
with the assurance of past success and still
has every intention of continuing to expand.
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KEEN guitarists, Pat Griffen (AS&RD) and

of competing in the South of England finals.

The new divisions are now in a position
to make their new strength felt with our
customers and can look forward to prosperity
in the years to come.

Terry Argent (Gyro) were two of the area
finalists in a talent competition at Butlins,
Clacton, last July. This won them a free
week’s holiday in September, and the chance
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The( unfortunately failed to reach the All
England finals, but say that they can now
concentrate on their own group, ‘The Four
Minus One’, formed earlier this year,
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Shock
Tactics

A NETBALL MATCH
WITH A DIFFERENCE

The two teams before battle commenced. Back row, left to right: Dave Hibbin, Len Bathe, Geoff Baker,
Dave Thoroughgood, Jeff Davies, Ivan Carver and Phil Stokes. Front row, left to right: Terry Knott,
Susan Hayes, Hazel Sanders, Pat Hellen, Sheilagh Brunton, Judi Bathe, Lynda Morris, Sylvia Stokes and
Rita McLeish. Pictures by Keith Woolmer.

Among those present at ASRRD farewell to Frank Shields were, from left to right: Stan Bailey,
Stan Baggott, Jim Casey, David Shallcross, Frank Shields, Bill Ecob, Bill Bland and Glyn Thomas.
And below: Glyn Thomas presents the farewell present of cut glass tableware.

Frank Shields

THE retirement just before Open Day
of Frank Shields as EFA Assistant

General Manager marks in a sense the
end of the beginning in one of EFA’s key
support services. Frank was recruited from
BOAC in 1958 to help EFA set up the
AS&RD organisation to support our airline
customers, at a time when EFA was beginning
development of its first airline autopilot, the
VC10 automatic landing system.

With the addition of the BAC One-
Eleven, AS&RD has become a world-wide
activity, with spares, repair and training
facilities at Rochester supporting a network
of field representatives in Europe, the
Americas and the East.

Frank also achieved the distinction of
being the first man to retire from EFA staff,
as distinct from leaving for other reasons. His
EFA farewell was at the Huntsman, but
AS&RD gave him a farewell party of their
own on September 29. Frank has gone to
live in Loo, Cornwall.

Just before he left, Frank asked EFA
News to pass on his “sincere thanks and
appreciation to all my friends on the staff
who have been so kind as to express in some
shape or form their good wishes on my
retirement. "

HE main car park was the scene of a

“make your own rules™ game of netball

on September 16 between engineers
and typists of MACD.

It all started when a zealous member of
the MACD football team challenged the
ladies to a game of football. The challenge
was declined, but netball was agreed as a
suitable compromise.

As the men were obviously fitter and
fatter, shock tactics were employed by the
ladies, who turned out in the most bizarre
attire imaginable. Among others were judo
trousers, fashionably midi-length of course,
worn with matching flippers. Not to be
outdone, the men donned party hats pro-
vided by Jim Collins.

As the game commenced, it was soon
evident that this was not going to be just a
netball match, but a game of fiendish tackles
and nerve. The final score was a decided
victory for the engineers, by 11 to five.

There were no casualties, apart from
creaking joints the next day!

Will it, or won't it,

HOMEWARD BOUND concluded.
and getting lost on Dartmoor is no joke, even
in good weather!

“Anyway, the others had the common
sense to head east, which took them across a
road somewhere, and once on the road they
could figure out their position.

“We returned to the school at about
1800 hours on Wednesday, feeling dirty and
damp, with blistered feet and aching
shoulders, but still laughing and joking! It
really felt good to have a shower, to put on
clean clothes, to lie on a BED again. Looking
around our patrol | could really feel that air
of friendship and say what the older genera-
tion say about ‘those long haired youths’,
they're a pretty good bunch of fellows when
you get down to it. ... "
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