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“This is the end of an said Mr. J. Pateman, Managing
Director, when he began his speach at the presentation
ceremony to mark the retirement of Jan Jablonski, Consult-
ant Engineer, in FARL boardroom, New Road, on Friday
21 October. The presentation of a ser of photographs of
aircraft - which carry equipment with which Jan had been
associated —and a cheque, 100k place before a farge number
of friends, colleagues and staf

Jan Jablonski is the son of a Polish Railway Official and
was born in Poland, and decided early on to gain as wide an
education as was possible. By sheer hard work and many
sacrifices, he eventually made it, and worked his way
through Warsaw University gaining his Doc. Eng. Degree,
His parents died when he was a young man and he under-
took the responsibilities as head of the family, 4 sisters and
2 brothers. He became a Lecturer and specialised in Maths,
Physics and Electricity (theory and practise), because he
saw the future lay in these directions. In 1939 when war
came to Poland, he was called up and served in the Armed
Forces against the invasion by Germany. As his country
was overrun he escaped to France and joined the Polish Air
Force which was being reformed, attached 1o the French
Air Force. A fluent speaker in French as well as German
and Russian, he became Aircrew Radio-Navigator in a
mixed French-Polish crew.

On the collapse of France in May 1940, he was on the
run again, and escaped through San de Luce to England.
The Polish Airforce was now re-establishing itseif in Britain,
and he was accepted and sent to Benson Airfield, Oxon.
After 5 weeks training he joined RAF Mixed Squadron,
flying Fairy Battle and after many missions he eventually
concentrated on Bombers.

After one sortie, he brought his craft home, with all his
companions dead beside him—and only by using the
©oxygen bottles of his dead comrades was he himself able to
survive. He crash landed at Kings Lynn, Norfolk, and when
rescued it was thought he was dead. His first recollection of
this was that as he opened his eyes he saw what he took to
be a heavenly vision of an angel — it was a nurse in immacu-
late white!!

At the invasion of Europe Jan, now a Signals Officer, was
in the advance party of an RAF contingent and moved into
Europe to prepare the communications system for the RAF
squadrons. He remained in Europe —except for a short
spell of leave, when he married his English sweetheart —

Our photograph by Alan Keasts, shows Mr. J. Pateman
‘handing over the aircraft photographs, with Mr. Alexander

in the background, to the obvious delight of Mr. Jablonski.

Twenty-~five years’service

Don Emmett, Assistant General Manager, is shown being
congratulated by Mr. J. Pateman, during the recent cere-
mony when he was presented with his canteen of cutlery to

until the end of the war, with the 2nd T.A.F_, attaining the
rank of Squadron Leader. For his service and exploits
during 1939 - 1945 he has been decorated with the ‘Cross of
the Order Virtuti Militari’ (the Polish equivalent of the
V.C.) "Cross of Valour — with Three Bars’ (Poiish equivalent
of the British D.F.C.} and 4 British and 1 Polish service
stars and decorations.

On demoblisation, he decided 1o settie in England and
looked around for a job. This he found in Slough with
Taylor Electrical Instruments and soon became their Chief
Engineer. In 1952 he joined Elliots, served in the new
Aviation Division ar Borehamwood on magnetic divices
and process control, later coming to Rochester. As a
Consultant Engineer, he has taken a part in the advances
made in instrumentation and control of aircraft, His great
love is gyros, but his wide knowledge and experience has
been used in direct service in the old FID, FARL and
AS & R divisions, and indeed in all divisions on special
assignments,

Jan is a sincere and practising Catholic and has a deep
rooted faith, which has given him great strength in times of
stress, personal anxiety and difficulty. His family of 3 sons
and 2 daughters, continue in the family tradition and are
making their mark in the sciences both at hame and abroad.

In retirement, he hopes to complete and publish a work
he has been engaged in for some 20 years, provisionally
titled ‘Formation of the Solar System’ and also to write a
book on ‘Matter and Life’ which will express his view of
creativity and no doubt, reflect his faith

A relic of the past.

On 1 November 1920, Mr. W. Phillips, who was with
Elliott Brothers {Lewisham) from 1893 to 1954, bought
this slide rule.

In 1952, when Jan Jablonski joined the company. a
deep and lasting friendship was established between them

When in 1954 Mr. Phillips died, he had used the siide
rule for the Company s business for 34 years and bequeathed
it to his friend for use in the further progress of Elliots
This Jan Jablonski has done ever since giving a total of 57
years in the Company 's service.

The slide rule was presented by Mr. Jablonski on his
retirement 1o be held by the Company as a ‘relic’ of past
days.

Mr. J. Pateman, Managing Director, receiving the slide rule
Compan)

for preservation within this y. Photo Alan Keats

Autopilots. He was Divisional Manager of MAC from 1962
until 1967 when he became Assistant General Manager.

Francis C.R. Latter, a Personnel Officer, is shown
receiving his award choice on completion of 25 years'
service, from Mr. J. Bradley, Personnel Manager, surrounde *
by collesgues and personnel staff.

30f6

Archie Butler, who completed 30 years’ service with the
Company on 14 April 1977, has now retired. His entire
service was spent as an Inspector in charge of the Standards
Room, checking and maintaining the gauges and measuring
instruments fo ensure accuracy, being an essential part of
the Central Quality Department. He started work inspect-
ing jigs and gauges for BP Swift & Swallow in 1947, after
service with Short Brothers at Seaplane Works from 1933 -
1947. He recalls the ups and downs of the Company at
Rochester in the early days and refates that he was used as
the messenger to carry notices which dismissed over 50
Inspectors in one day, which he terms “disaster day’,

He looks forward to his retirement when he will be a
free agent, 10 come and go just as he desires, but he will be
able 10 give more astention 1o his wife, who has not enjoyed
the best of health for some time. They have 1 son and 2
daughters, and & grandchildren, with one daughter still at
home.

To mark his retirement he was presented with a cheque
from his colleagues and friends, before a large crowd, by
Mr. V.E. Spencer, Company Chief Inspector, on Friday
21 October

QOur photograph shows Archie flanked by Derrick Stolley on
his right and an apprentice on his left, holding his scroll of
signatures. Photo Sue Ruddiesden

Following a life of thrills, adventure and concentrated
work, it is good 1o be able to relax and |ust do what one
feels ready 1o do and give enjoyment to one’s living. ‘Bob”
Page, IN Platform Assembly, can do just that, as he retired
on Friday, 7 October 1977 after 17 years with the Com-
pany, all of which were spent in this Division

Bob —a former CP.O. in the Royal Navy, which he
entered as a ‘Boy Entrant’' — saw service around the world,
and for exploits which he does not like discussing, was
awarded the D.S.M. During the Dunkirk evacuation, he
experienced being sunk —while ferrying men from the
beaches to the ships lying off shore. During his service
career, he carved a name for himself in the amateur boxing
world, by becoming a Forces Lightweight Boxing Cham-
pion.

After feaving the service, he joined Ozonair Limited and
stayed with them for 7 years before coming to Elliotts at
the Airport.

As a token of esteem he was presented with a portable
radio by Mr, D.H. Harries, Production Manager, in front of
a large crowd of colleagues and friends. He looks forward
10 ‘just enjoying’ himself, smusing his 5 grandchildren, and
with his wife hopes 1o beat the English winters by spending
them in Spain.
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