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Major achievement celebrated
by Prime Minister

GEC-Marconi Avionics (GMA), Rochester has
celebrated unrivalled success with its pilots’
head up displays. The 10,000th system, the
5,000th for Lockheed for a F-16 Fighting Falcon
aircraft, was recently presented to the execu-
tive vice president of the Lockheed corpora-
tion, Dr Vance D. Coffman by the Prime Minis-

ter, John Major.

GEC-Marconi Avionics has sup-
plied more head up displays (HUDs)

flown by a number of airlines as a
means of improving all-round

than all of its put to-
gether. Since the first system in the
1950s, the company has developed
and supplied HUDs for more than
50 aircraft types and variants. For
the future GMA holds contracts for
both of the world's leading future
fighter aircraft: the Eurofighter 2,000
and the US Advanced Tactical
Fighter, the F-22. The company will
also supply the HUDs for the RAF's
Tormado mid-life update and is the
exclusive supplier for every variant
of the F-16 which flies in the air
forces of over 20 countries.

Head updisplays project flight data

a glass screen in front of the pilot's
eyes. This transparent display is

aware during take-off and
landing.

To mark the company's achieve-
ment, the Prime Minister, John Ma-
jor was invited to see some of the
technology involved in producing
HUDs. Before the formal presenta-
tion, MrMajorwentonanimpromptu
walk-about and talked with some of
the company’s employees. He also
sat in a helicopter cockpit and wit-
nessed at first hand the benefits of
a head up display during a simu-
lated journey through daylight,
darkness and fog.

Success

Before presenting the system to
Lockheed, the Prime Minister com-

used by the pilot to maintai
awareness of the aircraft's status
Developmentsinthe system include
digital processing. the inclusion of
video images from sensors such as
thermal imagers, giving night vision
and the use of holographic tech-
nology to enhance the field of view.
This technology is becoming in-
creasingly popular in the civil mar-
ket. HUDs are being trialed and

INSIDE:

mented on GMA's success and said
that by any conceivable yardstick,
its head up display was a world
leader.

He praised the long term view
taken by the company through its
research and development in order
to remain at the leading edge of
technology and said that GEC could
“justly be proud”

He continued, " what we are see-
ing all around the world is that it is
the best products that can be most
effectively and efficiently produced,
that are leading edge technology,
that actually take the market and
create jobs. That, it seems to me, is
what the best of British industry is
now doing, certainly that's true with
GEC here. And it's very important
that they do that.

“Theyh

head up display units than anyone
elseintheworld, easily. Andthey've
done it because of the quality of the
Continued on page 20.
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The Prime Minister, John Major presents the 10,000th head up display to Dr Vance Coﬂnu of the Lockheed Corporation.
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" Nelson Gold Medals .

GEC has awarded four Nelson Gold Medals to
members of its technical staff marking their

personal contributions to the company's progress.

This year's awards bring to 45 the total number of medals presented
since the scheme was set up in 1984 in honour of Lord Nelson, formerly
a chairman of GEC and himself a distinguished engineer

Lord Nelson headed the final selection panel which included: Dr David
Grant, GEC's director of technology. Sir Eric Ash, rector of the Imperial
College of Science and Technology, Dr Derek Roberts, provost of Uni-
versity College London and Sir Robert Clayton, former technical director

of GEC. This year's winners are featured on page 7.
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