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AIRBORNE AGAIN

At long last, the efforts of the Medway
Aircraft Preservation Society have come to
fruition. Just before Christmas, the restored
Spitfire PR-X1, PL965 took to' the air for the
first time in 45 years. Piloted by Mark Hanna
from the Old Flying Machine Company based
at Duxford, she took only 100 yards to leave a
very wet grass runway. Now she has gone with
her owner, Sussex business man Nick Grace.

PL965’s war service was with No. 16 Squad-
ron RAF, flying over 40 photo-reconnaissance
sorties mainly y
Hamburg and Berlin. All seven pilots who flew
her are still alive, and four have visited her at
Rochester Airport

over Germany,

particularly

This treasured piece of history will appear at
flying displays and other events in her new
future - we wish her luck.

A receml visitor o

Rochester was Walter

The PHOENIX Story
A couple of years ago, the first
successful recovery of
PHOENIX was made on the
MoD’s Larkhill test range in
Wiltshire. In the picture are
the FCD flight trials team and
Army personnel, with the
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. As
is clearly shown, the vehicle
lands by parachute in an
inverted attitude in order to
protect the electronics and
thermal camera in the pod.
The ground impact is absorbed
by frangible (breakable)
surfaces at the top of the
airframe, which are replaced
with new components for the
next reconnaissance flight.

Now - PHOENIX ready for action.
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Wheels off the ground - 45 years on

as restoration
nearing completion.
Walt Gillette is the Chief
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Scanner Appeal
Update

the Appeal events
recently have been fewer in number,
the money is still coming in at a good
rate. FCD raised £150 at a ‘Wine and
Wisdom' evening, and a series of
Christmas Sales brought in £650.

January's Inter-divisional ‘Wine
and Wisdom’ with 17 teams
including some from outside the
company, was organised again
Nick Walklett of GDD and his tea;?
£403 was added to the fund.

The company total,
targeted at £25,000,

o
has now

(February) reached the magnificent
figure of £97,000.

The overall Medway Scanner
Appeal has raised £530,000. The
building is complete and installation
of the equipment is well under way,
with a date in April planned for the
unit to come into full operation for
patients.

That could also be the time for a
formal presentation of our
collections to the fund. With the six-
figure £100,000 mark well in sight,
a few small pushes could bring it to
reality. That would be a spectacular
achievement in these times - can we
do it ?

Helping to cheer us up over the Christmas period and at the same time collecting in aid

of the Scanner Appeal,

ISD’s Santas bave raised almost £450. Seen bere at the Reaper

Club Dinner Dance with some club members, they are (I-r) Tracy Bertwick, Nicola

Davis, Karen Still, Emma Hargreaves, and Paula Bower. They also colle

Christmas Dinner, and did a ‘pub round'.

d at the

In Memory of

Bob Eves

At the request of Carol
Eves, Bob’s widow, a fund
was opened at the Heart of
Kent Hospice, Maidstone, for
donations to be made in his
memory.

Over £800 was received
from employees throughout
our company, as well as from
Pilkington  Optronics  and
from General Dynamics, Fort
Worth, Texas. Carol is pic-
tured (r) handing over some of
the cheques to Molly Poulter,
Appeal Organiser at the
Hospice.

Carol is well known to

employees who have taken
PDT courses at the Training

Crossword No. 112 (For amusement only)

ACROSS
1. Egyptian Pharaoh (11)

9. Surname of author of
‘Corridors of Power" (4)

10. One of the golden fruits of
Hesperides (5)

11. Magistrate (slang) (4)

12. Small sailing vessel (7)

13. Scottish borough on
shores of Loch Leven (7)

15. World famous Brazilian
)

17. Part of the eye (4)

18. Deciduous conifer (5)
21. Doorless pew (5)

23. Sore eye (4)

24. The highest point (4)
27. Capital of New
Hampshire (US) (7)

Dep: 's Open Learning
Centre.

29. Netherland province (7)
32. Small mountain lake,
thanks to Royal Navy (4)

33. Zodiac sign (5)

34. Young herring (4)

35. French balloonist (11).
DOWN

2. United Nations victory for
Letchworth Architect (5)

3. Against the rule of law (8)
4. Flat topped military cap (4)
5. Species of penguin (6)

6. Brown coloured pigment
5)

7. Salad plant (6)

8. Stellar measurement (6)
14. Piebald horse (5)

16. Measurement of length (3)
19. Turkish Commander (3)

4 SRSAE

20. A Lycanthropist (8)

22. A god and river in chest
(6)

25. Stout brown wrapping
paper (6)

26. Neck adornment (6)

28. Division of long poem (5)

“30. Hard twisted cotton yarn

(5)
31. Musical term - with spirit
(4).

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 111
ACROSS

1 Twenty-four hous, § Eyetwoth, 9 Clause, 11
Rage, 12 County hall, 13 Jeeps, 15 Jacoboun, 19
Tgnatius, 20 Okapl, 23 Cuckon apit, 23 Move,
7 Aboun, 28 Lukewarin, 29 Tabe i o leave it
DOWN

1 Theory, 2 Bver-green, ) Troy, 4 Fathons, 3
Hollyhock, 6 Uvila, 7 Spelling, 10 Inlay, 14 Pa
o, 16 Exprooage, 17 Acral, 1§ Nune, 31
Vivual, 22 Bermit, 34 Closk, 26 Lons, Vors
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